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Outsiders
give the
art festival
its edge

Glasgow International. Jack Mottram
explores the delights of off-site shows

M ITS firsd year as a grown-up
biennial, the Glasgow Interma-
boakid arls festival has bost
pnone of the energy of its
original incarnation as the
underground upstart off
shoot of the staid anmeal Art Fair
This 15 mosily thanks to a glut of
off-gite projects, shows that have
escaped the confines of the city's
galleries and set up shop in
unusual venuwes, from the hushed
halls of the Mitchell Library to
private homes and near-denelict
abandoned buildings
The fun begins in the west end, at
Dnaglas Gondon's townhouse on
Woodlands Terrace, whi-:hrEnl-!.,l.':-
o by @ series 0f video works by
Adel Abdessemed. At first glance,
Abdeswemed s documented actiong
can seem a linde slight, but the best
of thiem ofer arreeting images that
hinger n the memony. Also Sprach
Allah sees the ariist engaged in a
pecubiar ritual, hurled repeatedly
imto the air from o blanket,
ly attempiing to write the
tiiular phrase on & carpel natled
to the ceiling. In Helikoptere,
Abdessemied employs i even mone
exirermse barrier lo creatlion Iryueg
to draw while suspended by his
ankles from a hellsopter in fligh
Dwron the hill at the Mitchell,
Calum Stirling’s uwse of video
t be mwgre differenl His
installation
Rostra Plaza consisis of a huge
ancpy shellering a screen that
shows slowly shifting scenes in
exirenie dl.u:-up The o thas

survallance footage &5 a set of e
curimus little dioramas mounted on
rodati latforms, spied on b
|t1_|na:nEn.F|I.a.1m.m uiufll'u turm ﬁmj;
attention 1o particular scenes,
seemunghy of random. The vigniettes
range from armangements of mod-
emist anchitectural models o dinky
maqueties of anworks, and the
resull is Ji&l.'il:u.ﬂ'_l.l Ballardian, with
Stirling creating an urban land-
scape in miniature in order to
abiscrve s mysierica,

Just off Sauchichall Strect, the
bazement of the Siate Bar plays
host to group show A Stranger
Home, Rather than using the noom
to mount an cxhibit, the eight
youmg artisls here, working under
the. guidance of curator Alhena
Eatzof, have carefully insinuated
their work into the fabric of the
space. Stina Wirfelt's brass plagque
demands that visitors waich the
pub ielly, and consider whatever
programme they might see o work
of art, Bakdvin Ringsted has coated
vanous objects — a chair, a botthe of
whisky, some books - in glamonooes
aluminium. Grier Edmundson’s
duiily albered pl'u'ﬂugmph;. e the
walls, with subile eiching and
painting on the glass of their
frames. Best of all i3 Kevin Pol-
lock's lovingly hand-crafted, fully
functional wrinal, carved from
MDF and bumished to a high
sheen. [t's a neat, witty tribute to
Duchamp's Fountain:a complete
reversal of the readymade and
thanks to ils position in the pent's
loo = ome of the best evocations of

THE HERALD FRIDAY AFRIL 18, 2008

the Gl's loase “public/privae®
tiheme to be foaind in the crty:
Across toam, there's & cluster of
shows betwesn Trongate and the
Laktmarket. On Osbome Sireet,
Wilhelm Sasnal has taken Overa
dusty, clawstrophobic shop base-
ment to screen his specially com-
missioned short [lm, & decidedly
bleak plece inwhich Polish band 19
Wicsen perform  The Chher
Church, & hymn to the memaory of
mierclered student Angelika Kluk
The group are joined by a naked
woman who mouths the song's

lyrbes, a1 times defianidy, but forthe
moat part she is huddied in the
comeér of & dilapidaded room, very
much bloe the one in which the film
15 screened. Thal might sound
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EMGROASING: A detail from Calum Stirting's Ballard-esgue installation Rosta Flaza, on display at the Mitchell Library, Pictures. Alan Dimmeck

explaitative, but this poseriul pisce
of cinema 15 n-'_rlihuu'l.EI of the sort,
affering a 15,:'1'.1.11;111 wie to Khik,
umirrp{nn,,l.lu |.|:l|.|.rL|'|. nprrm‘\d
angerat her fate

Anound the comeer. the proposed
installation at the Bath House y
Turner Price-winner Samon Stariing
has ra Lo some rouble, AL the
final stages, Starling's attempt to
fashion sculpiural fomms from the
surface of stlver gelatin photo-
graphic prints, wsing high-tech 3-D
imaging technigues, was beset by
technical difficulties, but wall &
cnﬂy make its delayed debul belone
the festival ends next Saturday
{April 27). In the mean time, the
artisi i3 showing Avtoxylopyrocy-
doboros, a slide-show docurmenting
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his voyage acrass Loch Long in a
wooden  steamboat, s engine
fuclled with wood cut from the
boat's hull as it salled - an oddl
clegiac reworking of sllpsticE
cartoon violence thal nods to the
tension between the loch-side
peace camp and the nuclear nval
base al Faslane

i THE Saltmarket, Dani
Marh and Katn Walker
have nsen 1o the challenge
of presenting video work
effectively, cramming a disused
:::I-mp with thelr films, with work
projected on big screens, hidden
away in cupboards and stuffed inbo
box-rooms. The result is a licte
overwhelming, as pietes compete

WEE JOYS:
Fevin Pollock's
TG 12
Duchamg,
right, and a
soena fram
Simon
Starling's
alrmast
slapstick
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For the arts blog go to
www.theherald.co.uk/heraldblog
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for attention, flickering away in
pcriphml vision, bui allowr your
gare to setile and you're rewanded
with thoughtful, innovative video
portraits from baoth artists. Marti’s
Deavid casts an unflinching cye on
& young homeless man, slipping in
and out of consciousmess, a;rd
hanging on to his b g cup for
dﬂ,ﬁ.:ﬁ Walker's S‘t‘nﬁﬂ..u clestino
on the Edge of Heaven is another
highlight, offering a glimpss into
the world of the 80-year-old
Celesting and the open-air church
he has carved into the rocks near
his home,

Kalup Linzy's video work at
Washington Garcla's temporary
space in & retsil unit on the
Trongste is bess satisfying. The New

e 7

t“' .

York ariist is o bw-budget aubeus
writing, directing and starring in
Kitthe films that pastiche the

high melodrama of daytime soap
operas and tebenovellas, poking ful
at the art world in ihe process ve
also examining harder issucs, o
race to sexual identily. Linzy 1s
gifted comic - his torn, in thni
shup as a strogghng dim
witted j-gui-boud funm
- but as these films unfold, they
edge perilously closé to becoming
that which they panody

Other events mchade The Secre
Agent, Raydale Dower and Judd
Brucke's mixture of sireet perfiof
mance and psychogeograp:
dérive, and amnui" o art, s
and conversation af The Local
LETEPOEETY rtist des .":.' :_‘_'l 1
he SW:S Souteiel i | 5 1
Consider all of thest together and

Glaspow Intermatiana| Beging (0
ook less like a festival in the
rdimary sense and mane Hke

r ] the city
culiiiral TAabrd AT W
have o wall two years for fhe
nExt eclilson,
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